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Welcome to the Sixteenth  
International Conference on Climate Change!

Welcome to the 16th International Conference on Climate 
Change! Along with co-hosts CFACT, the CO2 Coalition, 

and WattsUpWithThat, The Heartland Institute has assembled 
some of the world’s most prominent and insightful experts on 
climate, energy, and public policy. 

Speakers at this conference will present truths the climate 
activist lobby and their media lackeys seek to keep hidden. 
CO2 is the oxygen of life on planet Earth. Plant life throughout 
the planet is starved of CO2 and requires approximately triple 

current levels to truly thrive. Earth’s ecosystems are currently operating like a 
human intaking only one-third of recommended calories and nutrients.

For most of Earth’s existence, and most of the time human civilization has 
existed, temperatures were significantly warmer than the present. For most of 
Earth’s existence, CO2 levels have been substantially higher than today. Yet life 
thrived, and indeed flourished.

Predictions of climate doom and gloom have universally failed to materialize. 
Instead, a modestly warmer world with more CO2 has spurred record crop 
growth, astonishing forest growth, reduced extreme weather events, and a 
remarkable decline in weather-caused human mortality. 

The very energy sources vilified by climate activists – natural gas, nuclear, 
hydro, and coal – are by far the most affordable, reliable, and environmentally 
friendly energy sources on the planet. In a beautiful paradigm, the energy 
sources that most improve economic living standards also are best for the 
environment. 

The 16th International Conference on Climate Change is taking place here in 
Washington DC, right across the street from the White House, for a reason. 
During the past 15 months, the Trump administration has done more to 
advance Climate Realism than any prior presidential administration. Climate 
alarmism is on its heels. Who would have ever thought the epicenter of 
Climate Realism would be the Oval Office? 

The truth is being told and Climate Realism is winning!

Sincerely,

James Taylor 

President
The Heartland Institute

JAMES M. TAYLOR
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 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026

8:00 – 9:40 AM	 Morning Plenary Session 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: Lee Zeldin, Administrator, US EPA

10:00 – 11:30 AM	 Panel 1A: DOE Climate Report - The Authors Speak 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
speakers: Judith Curry, Ph.D. 
Ross McKitrick, Ph.D. 
Benjamin Zycher, Ph.D. 
Anthony Watts (moderator)

10:00 – 11:30 AM 	 Panel 1B: Wrong Again - Embarrassing Record of 
Failed Climate Predictions 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: Steve Milloy 
Marc Morano 
Douglas Pollock 
H. Sterling Burnett, Ph.D. (moderator)

11:50 AM – 2:00 PM	 Lunch Plenary Session 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: Will Happer, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Princeton 
University 
ken haapala of sepp presents the frederick seitz memorial award 
to peter ridd

2:20 – 3:45 PM  	 Panel 2A: Beyond CO2 - Other Possible Climate Drivers 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom  
speakers: Willie Soon, Ph.D. 
Ronan Connolly, Ph.D. 
Arthur Viterito, Ph.D. 
Craig Rucker (moderator) 

2:20 – 3:45 PM  	 Panel 2B: Problems with the Temperature and Climate 
Records 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: Anthony Watts 
Jonathan Cohler 
David Legates, Ph.D. 
Linnea Lueken (moderator)

4:00 – 6:00 PM 	 Panel 3A: Climate Science, Law, and the Courts 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom  
speakers: Forrest Frantz 
James Taylor 
Danielle Carl 
Joe Morris 

Conference Sessions and Schedule

note: the schedule is subject to change
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4:00 – 6:00 PM 	 Panel 3B: The Most Important Upcoming Battles 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: Jason Isaac 
Steve Milloy 
Willis Eschenbach 
Angela Wheeler 
Cameron Sholty (moderator)

6:30 – 8:30 PM 	 Dinner Plenary Session 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: Patrick Morrisey, Governor, West Virginia 
keynote: Anthony Watts, Senior Fellow, The Heartland 
Institute 
speakers: Craig Rucker 
James Taylor 
Willis Eschenbach 
Joe Morris 
presentation of the heartland institute’s climate pioneer award

 THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

8:00 – 9:40 AM	 Morning Plenary Session 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: U.S. Rep. Michael Cloud, Texas

10:00 – 11:30 AM	 Panel 4A: Climate Change - Facts and Fairytales 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
Speakers: Joe Bastardi 
Stan Goldenberg 
Jed Dorsheimer 
Jim Steele 
Craig Rucker (moderator)

10:00 – 11:30 AM 	 Panel 4B: Experience with Climate Policy’s Impact on 
the Real Economy 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: Geoffrey Pohanka 
Robert Vogt 
Rob Bradley, Jr. 
James Taylor (moderator)

11:45 AM – 2:00 PM 	 Lunch Plenary Session 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: John Clauser, Ph.D., Nobel Prize Winner in Physics 
(2022) 
the climate realism show: Jim Lakely, H. Sterling Burnett, 
Ph.D., Anthony Watts, Linnea Lueken

Conference Sessions and Schedule
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2:15 PM – 3:45 PM 	 Panel 5A: Climate Science - An International Perspective 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
speakers: Ronan Connoly, Ph.D. 
Marcel Crok 
Holger Thüss, Ph.D. 
Tom Harris 
Lois Perry (moderator)

2:15 – 3:45 PM 	 Panel 5B: Big Tech and Big Utilities - The Dastardly Axis 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: James Taylor 
Steve Milloy 
Cameron Sholty 
H. Sterling Burnett, Ph.D. (moderator)

4:00 – 6:00 PM 	 Panel 6A: Bringing Youth into the Climate Realist Fold 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
speakers: Chris Martz 
Lucy Biggers 
Emma Arns 
Anika Sweetland 
Linnea Lueken (moderator)

4:00 – 6:00 PM 	 Panel 6B: The Affordable, Reliable, Clean Energy 
Model 
Bill Gray Room 
speakers: James Taylor 
Louisiana Rep. Jacob Landry 
David DesRosiers 
Lee Schalk 
Cameron Sholty (moderator)

6:30 – 8:30 PM 	 Dinner Plenary Session - Chris Martz, Marc Morano 
Ivar Giaever Ballroom 
keynote: Chris Martz 
keynote: Marc Morano 
craig rucker of cfact presents the dauntless purveyor of 
climate truth award 
closing remarks: James Taylor
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Conference Co-Hosts

The Heartland Institute
heartland.org

Committee for a Constructive 
Tomorrow
cfact.org

CO2 Coalition
co2coalition.org

Watts Up With That
Wattsupwiththat.com

WattsUpWithThat.com

Conference Sponsor
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Emma Arns
Emma Arns is a senior 
at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, 
pursuing a Bachelor of 

Science in Business Management 
with a minor in Political Science. 
Her work with CFACT focuses 
on engaging young people 
in conversations surrounding 
environmental stewardship, 
energy innovation, and climate 
policy. Emma works with student 
audiences on campus to encourage 
evidence-based discussions on 
climate and conservation issues. 
She is passionate about helping 
young people critically evaluate 
climate narratives and to challenge 
the mainstream climate narrative. 
She also serves as President of 
Turning Point USA at the University 
of Tennessee, where she leads 
the of the largest student civic 
engagement organization in 
the state, and works to foster 
open dialogue on policy issues 
affecting her generation. Emma 
has gained experience in public 
policy through work with federal 
and local government offices, as 
well as grassroots communications 
and student outreach initiatives. 
Her primary interest lies in 
bridging generational divides in 
environmental discussions and 
equipping young people with the 
tools to approach climate and 
conservation challenges with 
optimism and the facts.

Joe Bastardi
Joe Bastardi is an 
institution in the science 
of weather prediction and 
is co-chief Meteorologist 

at WeatherBell, which he joined 
at the company’s founding. Many 
companies across a multitude 

of industries, including energy, 
winter maintenance and retail/
supply chain, are profiting from 
his forecasts. His exceptional skills 
are rooted in a comprehensive 
understanding of global oscillations 
and in-depth analysis of historical 
weather patterns. Mr. Bastardi’s 
analog approach, which finds 
similarities between current and 
historical weather patterns, allows 
him to make an accurate forecast, 
sometimes in defiance of computer 
model consensus. Mr. Bastardi is 
well known for his WeatherBell 
Premium blog, featuring the popular 
videos “The Atmospheric Avenger,” 
“The Raging WeatherBull” and “The 
Saturday Summary.”

Lucy Biggers
Lucy Biggers is a former 
climate alarmist activist 
and influencer. She is 
now a climate realism 

influencer on social media. Up until 
2020, Lucy was posting about 
climate change on social media, 
helping climate causes go viral to 
millions. Then Lucy had her first son, 
lived through COVID, and—like a lot 
of people, her perspective shifted. 
Lucy became less ideological and 
more nuanced, and she stopped 
posting because she worried about 
how my audience would react. A 
year or so ago, Lucy finally worked 
up the courage to share her new 
views and start posting again. The 
response has been incredible. Lucy’s 
videos promoting climate realism — 
instead of climate alarmism — have 
reached more than six million views 
across Instagram, TikTok, and X. In 
that time, she’s more than doubled 
her following on Instagram, TikTok, 
X, and Substack. She now has 
roughly 170,000 followers.

Conference Speakers
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Rob Bradley, Jr
Robert L. Bradley Jr. 
is the founder of the 
Institute for Energy 
Research. As one of the 

nation’s leading experts on the 
history and regulation of energy 
markets, he has testified before the 
U.S. Congress and the California 
Energy Commission, as well as 
lectured at numerous colleges, 
universities, and think tanks around 
the country. Bradley’s views are 
frequently cited in the media, and 
his reviews and editorials have been 
published in the New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, and other 
national publications. Bradley is also 
a Senior Fellow at the American 
Institute for Economic Research 
and an Energy and Climate Change 
Fellow at the Institute of Economic 
Affairs in London. He is the author 
of eight books, including Energy: 
The Master Resource (2004); 
Edison to Enron: Energy Markets 
and Political Strategies (2011); and 
Enron Ascending (2018), where 
Bradley applies the classical liberal 
worldview to energy policies and 
related corporate controversies. 
Bradley received a B.A. in 
economics from Rollins College, 
where he also won the S. Truman 
Olin Award in economics.

H. Sterling Burnett, Ph.D.
H. Sterling Burnett, Ph.D., 
is the director of the 
The Heartland Institute’s 
Arthur B. Robinson Center 

on Climate and Environmental 
Policy, Burnett the editor of 
Heartland’s Climate Change Weekly 
email, the host of the Environment 
& Climate News Podcast, and 
panelist on Heartland’s The Climate 
Realism Show. Prior to joining The 
Heartland Institute in 2014, Burnett 

worked at the National Center for 
Policy Analysis for 18 years, ending 
his tenure there as senior fellow 
in charge of environmental policy. 
He has held various positions in 
professional and public policy 
organizations, including serving 
as a member of the Environment 
and Natural Resources Task Force 
in the Texas Comptroller’s e-Texas 
commission. Burnett is a former 
board member and past president 
of the Dallas Woods and Water 
Conservation Club; a senior fellow at 
the Texas Public Policy Foundation; 
an academic advisor for Collegians 
for a Constructive Tomorrow; an 
advisory board member to the 
Cornwall Alliance; and an advisor 
for the Energy, Natural Resources 
and Agricultural Task Force at the 
American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC).

Danielle Carl
Danielle Carl is a seasoned 
executive leader with more 
than 15 years supporting 
top leadership at The Walt 

Disney Company and Netflix. She 
brings vast experience in executive 
operations, global logistics, 
and high-level coordination, 
managing complex legal, creative, 
and stakeholder initiatives with 
discretion and precision. This 
includes direct collaboration with 
senior leadership, cross-functional 
teams, and high-profile external 
partners such as members of 
Congress. Her frontline experience 
inside corporate sustainability 
gave her a rare, unfiltered view of 
how global climate policies are 
crafted, messaged to the public, and 
actually implemented, exposing the 
persistent gap between rhetoric and 
reality. Renowned for her tact and 
meticulousness, Danielle serves as 

Conference Speakers
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Special Advisor to the President of 
The Heartland Institute, Executive 
Director and Board Trustee of 
Climate Intel, and is one of the 
proud co-founders and current Vice 
President of Ways and Means for 
Republican Women of Simi Valley 
and Moorpark.

John Clauser, Ph.D.
Dr. John F. Clauser is the 
recipient of the 2022 
Nobel Prize in Physics. He 
received the award, along 

with two others, for work done in 
the 1970s that showed “quantum 
entanglement” allowed particles 
such as photons, effectively, 
to interact at great distances, 
seemingly to require communication 
exceeding the speed of light. 
Speculating doubtfully on the 
“entanglement” phenomenon 40 
years before Dr. Clauser’s seminal 
1972 experiment, Albert Einstein 
referred to it as “spooky action at 
a distance.” The late distinguished 
physicist Dr. Edwin Jaynes said 
Dr. Clauser’s work “will surely go 
down as one of the most incredible 
intellectual achievements in the 
history of science.” Dr. Clauser 
has criticized the awarding of 
the 2021 Nobel Prize for work in 
the development of computer 
models predicting global warming 
and told President Biden that he 
disagreed with his climate policies. 
Dr. Clauser has developed a climate 
model that adds a new significant 
dominant process to existing 
models. The process involves the 
sunlight reflected by clouds that, 
on average, cover 67% of the Earth 
and 76% of the oceans (percentages 
measured by the Terra and Aqua 
satellites). Existing models greatly 
underestimate this cloud feedback, 
which provides a very powerful, 

dominant thermostatic control of 
the Earth’s temperature.

U.S. Rep. Michael Cloud
Representative Michael 
Cloud is a Constitutional 
Conservative who proudly 
represents the 27th 

Congressional District of Texas. 
Representative Cloud was first 
elected in a special election in 
2018. He defends American values 
and Constitutional liberties. His 
time in office has been marked by 
promoting the booming economy 
in south Texas, maintaining a strong 
national defense, and combating 
anti-American values that work 
against the American people, rather 
than for the American people. Since 
he’s been in office, he has worked 
hard to strengthen our border, 
while working towards immigration 
policies that benefit the American 
people. Representative Cloud has 
been actively working with Veterans 
to ensure they receive the care 
they need, while simultaneously 
working to reform some of the 
issues that plague the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.  He has been a 
voice for the unborn by protecting 
religious freedom and working to 
end taxpayer-funded abortions. 
His background as a small business 
owner gives him first-hand insight 
into the fight against bureaucracy 
and unnecessary regulations. As 
a longtime District 27 resident, 
he understands the needs and 
intricacies of the district and 
continuously works to serve and 
contribute to District 27.

Jonathan Cohler
Jonathan Cohler is a 
physicist, computer 
scientist, climate 
analyst, and AI 
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researcher renowned for applying 
rigorous scientific, physical, 
and mathematical principles to 
complex systems. He graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Harvard 
University with a degree in 
Physics. In recent years, Cohler 
has emerged as a leading voice 
challenging the mainstream 
narrative on anthropogenic global 
warming. In 2025, he co-authored 
a widely viewed paper that 
reached over 2 million viewers 
on X, amplified by a feature on 
Dr. Robert Malone’s Substack. 
Published in Science of Climate 
Change and co-authored with 
Grok 3 (beta), climatologist 
David Legates, and astrophysicist 
Willie Soon, the paper concludes 
that natural climate drivers 
overwhelmingly dominate 
observed variability and that the 
CO₂-warming hypothesis lacks 
robust empirical support.

Ronan Connolly, Ph.D.
Dr. Ronan Connolly is an 
independent scientist, 
environmentalist, and 
writer with a strong 

academic foundation in the physical 
sciences. He earned a B.Sc. (Hons.) 
in Chemistry with a minor in 
Mathematics from University College 
Dublin in 2000 and went on to 
complete a Ph.D. in Computational 
Chemistry there in 2003, with a 
thesis on the conformations of 
branched polymers that earned 
him the BOC Gases Award for 
best doctoral research. After his 
Ph.D., Connolly worked with his 
father, Dr. Michael Connolly, on 
a variety of environmental and 
engineering challenges, including 
sustainable aquaculture, wastewater 
treatment, heat exchanger design, 
and energy-efficient building 

materials. In 2009 he began to focus 
systematically on climate change 
research, eventually launching 
the Global Warming Solved blog 
in 2014 to share their findings in 
an accessible way. Since 2018 he 
has served as a co-team leader 
at the Center for Environmental 
Research and Earth Sciences 
(CERES), contributing to numerous 
peer-reviewed publications on 
climate science, atmospheric data, 
and environmental detection and 
attribution studies.  

Marcel Crok
Marcel Crok is the co-
founder of the Climate 
Intelligence Foundation, 
CLINTEL. Born in 

1971, Crok studied chemistry in 
Amsterdam and Leiden. In 1997, 
he became a freelance science 
journalist after an internship at 
Chemisch Weekblad (now C2W). 
In 2001, he became an editor at the 
technology magazine De Ingenieur 
and, from 2003, at the monthly 
magazine Natuurwetenschap 
& Techniek (NWT). In February 
2005, Crok published a major 
and critical  article in NWT about 
the hockey stick graph ( English 
version ). This article provoked a 
significant response, and he has 
been closely following the climate 
debate ever since. In 2019, Crok, 
together with emeritus professor 
Guus Berkhout of Delft University 
of Technology, founded the 
Climate Intelligence Foundation 
(CLINTEL). CLINTEL operates as 
a think tank and watchdog in the 
areas of climate change and climate 
policy. CLINTEL operates globally, 
including through the World Climate 
Declaration, which has been signed 
by more than 800 scientists and 
experts. In 2023, Crok, along with 
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American Andy May and a group 
of researchers from the Clintel 
network, published the book “ The 
Frozen Climate Views of the IPCC .” 
In the book, they critique the sixth 
IPCC report.

Judith Curry, Ph.D.
Dr. Judith Curry is 
president and co-founder 
of Climate Forecast 
Applications Network 

(CFAN). She is professor emerita at 
the Georgia Institute of Technology, 
where she served as chair of Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences for 13 
years. Her expertise is in climate 
dynamics, extreme weather, 
and prediction/predictability. 
Curry is a fellow of the American 
Meteorological Society, the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and the 
American Geophysical Union. She is 
a recipient of the Henry J. Houghton 
Research Award from the American 
Meteorological Society. Following 
an influential career in academic 
research and administration, Curry 
founded CFAN to translate cutting-
edge weather and climate research 
into forecast products and services 
that support the management 
of weather and climate risk for 
public and private sector decision 
makers. Curry is a leading global 
thinker on climate change. She is 
frequently called upon to give U.S. 
Congressional testimony and serve 
as an expert witness on matters 
related to weather and climate. Dr. 
Curry is actively engaged at the 
intersection of science and public 
policy. She has served on the NASA 
Advisory Council Earth Science 
Subcommittee, the Department 
of Energy Biological and 
Environmental Research Advisory 
Council and the National Academies 

Climate Research Committee and 
the Space Studies Board. 

David DesRosiers
David DesRosiers is the 
founder of the RealClear 
Foundation and previously 
served as the executive 

vice president of the Manhattan 
Institute. Under his leadership, 
RealClearEnergy (a RealClearPolitics 
affiliate) frequently publishes articles 
and reports that focus on energy 
realism, often critiquing current 
climate change policies and the push 
for rapid green energy transitions.

Jed Dorsheimer
Jed Dorsheimer, group 
head of the energy and 
power technologies sector, 
joined William Blair in 

August 2022. Jed most recently was 
the global head of sustainability at 
Canaccord Genuity. He has received 
numerous awards for stock-picking 
by The Wall Street Journal, StarMine, 
and TipRanks. Jed also held senior 
executive roles at Acuity Brands, 
a Fortune 500 company. He was 
a contributing editor to the 2013 
U.S. energy policy as an advisor to 
U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz 
during the Obama administration. 
Jed received a B.S. in finance from 
Bentley College.

Willis Eschenbach
Willis Eschenbach is 
a polymath reformed 
cowboy with absolutely 
no relevant credentials. 

However, he has researched and 
written extensively about the climate, 
and he has a half-dozen peer-
reviewed papers in the scientific 
journals, including a peer-reviewed 
“Brief Communications Arising” in 
Nature Magazine. Go figure.
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Forrest Frantz
Forrest Frantz brings 
multidisciplinary 
expertise in physics, 
thermodynamics, 

engineering (aerospace, systems, 
electrical, mechanical, hydraulic), 
botany, solar/ocean/air interactions, 
quantitative forensics, paleoclimate, 
and the dynamics of Active-IR 
gases (CO₂, H₂O, CH₄) with sea/
air temperatures, ocean currents/
topography/upwelling, ecosystems, 
and biospheres. His background 
enables him to test complex causal 
relationships in climate science 
using certified observational 
records. He pioneered the 
“rapid failure” hyper-accelerated 
Scientific Method for aerospace, 
later adopted by SpaceX that 
affectionately call it “unscheduled 
rapid disassembly”. He led the 
team that developed open-source 
drone technology that achieved 
four world records (two personally 
set) and powered breakthroughs 
including Tesla vehicle systems, 
NASA’s Mars Ingenuity helicopter, 
Ukrainian defense drones, 
ecosystem monitoring, and 
stunning Earth videography. His 
climate-safety patents are deployed 
globally, including safeguarding 
astronauts on SpaceX. A 
dedicated environmentalist with 
decades of fieldwork exploring 
and protecting natural systems, 
Forrest emphasizes empirical 
evidence over theory because 
lives and ecosystems depend on 
getting it right. While others call 
CO₂ a “heat-trapping villain,” he 
demonstrates it’s more like nature’s 
air conditioner, climate stabilizer, 
and plant fertilizer. All proven by 
tests that even 5th graders have 
replicated.

Stanley B. Goldenberg
Stanley B. Goldenberg 
is a hurricane research 
meteorologist. His 
hurricane-related 

research has included developing 
and implementing significant 
improvements to some of the 
numerical hurricane prediction 
models. In addition, he has 
examined the various climatic 
factors that influence the variability 
of hurricane activity in the Atlantic 
from intraseasonal to multi-decadal 
time scales. In particular, he has 
done extensive research into the 
physical mechanisms responsible 
for the connection between El Niño 
and Atlantic hurricane activity. 
Goldenberg has participated 
in research flights into nearly 
20 hurricanes. His interest and 
experience in hurricane disaster 
preparedness was greatly increased 
when his home was destroyed as his 
family experienced the full force of 
Hurricane Andrew (1992).

Kenneth Haapala
Kenneth Haapala is 
president of the Science 
and Environmental 
Policy Project (SEPP), 

compiler of “The Week That Was” 
newsletter, and a contributor to the 
reports of the Nongovernmental 
International Panel on Climate 
Change (NIPCC). He is an energy 
and economics modeler and past 
president of the oldest science 
society of Washington. Trained as a 
quantitative economist, Haapala has 
created and analyzed a diverse array 
of numerical models. For example, in 
1977 he reported how government 
energy models used to predict the 
world would run out of oil and the 
U.S. out of natural gas by the end of 
the 20th century were inappropriate 
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for the task, and why. That was his 
last federal government contract. 
As an investment economist 
advising clients on diverse, long-
term investments, he became aware 
of how government environmental 
policies, with poor scientific 
justification, are being used to 
manage important industries and 
control local land use.

William Happer, Ph.D.
William Happer, 
Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Physics at 
Princeton University, is a 

specialist in modern optics, optical 
and radiofrequency spectroscopy 
of atoms and molecules, radiation 
propagation in the atmosphere, and 
spin-polarized atoms and nuclei. Dr. 
Happer began his academic career 
in 1964 in the Columbia University 
Physics Department, and during 
this period of time worked at the 
Columbia Radiation Laboratory, 
including as Director from 1976-1979. 
In 1980, he joined the faculty of 
Princeton University. From 1991-
1993, Happer was Director of Energy 
Research at the U.S. Department 
of Energy, overseeing a research 
budget of $3 billion. Returning to 
Princeton after his time at DOE, 
he served as Eugene Higgens 
Professor of Physics and Chair of 
the University research board from 
1995-2005. Happer has published 
over 200 peer-reviewed scientific 
papers. Awards include an Alfred 
P. Sloan Fellowship in 1966, an 
Alexander von Humboldt Award in 
1976, the 1997 Broida Prize and the 
1999 Davisson-Germer Prize of the 
American Physical Society, and the 
Thomas Alva Edison Patent Award 
in 2000. At the Tenth International 
Conference on Climate Change, 
Happer received the 2015 Frederick 

Seitz Memorial Award from S. 
Fred Singer of the Science and 
Environmental Policy Project (SEPP). 
Happer is a founding board member 
of the CO2 Coalition, established in 
2015 as a 501(c)(3) for the purpose 
of educating thought leaders, policy 
makers, and the public about the 
important contribution made by 
carbon dioxide to our lives and the 
economy.

Tom Harris
Tom Harris has 47 
years experience as a 
mechanical engineer/
project manager, science 

and technology communications 
professional, technical trainer and 
S&T advisor to a former Opposition 
Senior Environment Critic in 
Canada’s Parliament. For the past 
18 years, he has been working with 
a team of scientists and engineers 
to promote a sensible approach to a 
range of energy and environmental 
topics, climate change in particular. 
Mr. Harris is regularly published 
in newspapers in Canada and the 
U.S. and occasionally in Australia, 
New Zealand, the U.K. and other 
countries. He is often interviewed 
on radio and occasionally TV.  From 
2009 to 2011 (four sessions), he 
taught a total of 1,500 students 
“Climate Change: an Earth Sciences 
Perspective”, a second year 
course in the Faculty of Sciences 
at Carleton University in Ottawa, 
Canada.

Jason Isaac
The Honorable Jason 
Isaac is the Founder and 
CEO of the American 
Energy Institute. Jason 

has appeared live on Fox News, Fox 
Business, CNN, and other national 
news shows, and his commentaries 

Conference Speakers
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have been published in Fox 
Business, The Hill, The Washington 
Examiner, The Daily Caller, and other 
publications. Prior to starting the 
American Energy Institute, Jason, 
a fourth-generation native Texan, 
was elected four times as the State 
Representative for Hays and Blanco 
counties in the Texas Hill Country. 
He served on the Energy Resources 
and Environmental Regulation 
committees, among others. During 
his eight years of service, he 
successfully passed legislation to 
reduce taxes, strengthen election 
integrity, improve public education, 
preserve Second Amendment 
rights, protect local groundwater, 
and protect private property rights. 
He was repeatedly honored for his 
commitment to limited government 
and proved to be an effective leader, 
excelling at both advocating for 
conservative principles and working 
across the aisle to find responsible 
solutions for the future of the Lone 
Star State.

Jim Lakely
Jim Lakely is the 
Executive Vice 
President and Director 
of Communications of 

The Heartland Institute. Prior to 
joining Heartland in 2008, Lakely 
spent 16 years in daily-deadline 
journalism, including covering 
Capitol Hill and the White House 
for The Washington Times for five 
years, participating in two news-
making Oval Office interviews 
with George W. Bush. Lakely has 
appeared on C-SPAN, the Fox News 
Channel, MSNBC, CNN, and many 
national and local television and 
radio news programs. He’s been 
a reporter for the Tribune-Review 
in Pennsylvania; an editorial writer 
and columnist for The Free Lance-

Star in Fredericksburg, Virginia; and 
an editorial writer for The Press-
Enterprise in Riverside, California. 
He got his start in journalism 
covering the Sewer Board, County 
Commissioners, and “courts 
and cops” in McKean County, 
Pennsylvania at The Bradford Era 
in 1993. Lakely also led Heartland’s 
2015 contingents to Rome to bring 
climate realism to Pope Francis, the 
United Nations Conference of the 
Parties (COP-21) in Paris, and COP-
25 in Madrid in 2019.

Rep. Jacob Landry
Jacob Landry is a resident 
of Erath, where he was 
born and raised, graduating 
from Erath High School in 

1997. Jacob is a committed family 
man that married his high school 
sweetheart, Hannah, from Delcambre. 
Their two children, Jack and Jules, 
attend Erath public schools, Our 
Lady Of Lourdes Catholic Church and 
play an active role in the community. 
Jacob’s a successful businessman 
who is the co-owner of Industrial 
and Oilfield Services and Enviro-
Resources. He’s a member of the 
Vermilion Parish Port Commission, a 
member of the Knights of Columbus, 
and sits on the Vermilion Economic 
Development Board. Jacob has 
provided environmentally friendly 
solutions for the oil and gas industry 
and delivers good-paying jobs 
to the people of Louisiana’s 49th 
House District. Coastal restoration, 
economic development, and 
improving infrastructure are at the 
top of Jacob’s policy agenda when 
he arrives in Baton Rouge. Providing 
to his local community drives Jacob 
to serve the constituents as the 
representative of Louisiana’s 49th 
House District and is why he has put 
his name forward to serve.
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David Legates, Ph.D.
David R. Legates, Ph.D., 
is a former professor 
of climatology in the 
Department of Geography 

and Spatial Sciences at the University 
of Delaware and adjunct professor 
in the university’s Department of 
Applied Economics & Statistics. 
Dr. Legates has argued for the 
necessity of technological progress in 
precipitation measurement used for 
validating climate change scenarios 
and for validation of existing data 
used for that purpose.Dr. Legates 
co-developed methods to correct 
bias in gauge-measured precipitation 
data for wind and temperature 
effects, with direct applicability 
in climate change, hydrology, and 
environmental impact studies. He also 
developed a calibration method that 
validates NEXRAD radar precipitation 
data with gauge measurements to 
improve the accuracy of precipitation 
estimates.  He is the founder 
and developer of the Delaware 
Environmental Observing System, 
a state-of-the-art meteorological 
observing network that covers the 
State of Delaware and surrounding 
counties. Dr. Legates has earned 
certified consulting meteorologist 
status from the American 
Meteorological Society and in 1999 
was awarded the Boeing Autometric 
Award for submitting the best paper 
in image analysis and interpretation. 
In 2019, he was awarded first place in 
the International Statistical Institute’s 
paper competition in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Currently, he serves on 
the President’s Committee on the 
National Medal of Science. He has 
published more than 125 articles in 
journals, conference proceedings, 
and monograph series and has 
made more than 250 professional 
presentations.

Linnea Lueken
Linnea Lueken is a 
Research Fellow with 
the Arthur B. Robinson 
Center on Climate and 

Environmental Policy at The 
Heartland Institute. Linnea is 
also the host of Heartland’s In 
the Tank Podcast, live streamed 
every Thursday at 1 p.m. ET, 
and a panelist on Heartland’s 
The Climate Realism Show, live 
streamed every Friday at 1 p.m. 
ET. Both programs can be found 
on Heartland’s YouTube channel. 
Linnea hosted Heartland’s Climate 
at a Glance series of videos, 
which have achieved more than 
10 million views on YouTube, 
Rumble, Facebook, and X. She 
was also asked by PragerU to do 
a video on fracking, which also 
received millions of views. Linnea 
also contributes regular posts 
at Heartland’s Climate Realism 
site. Linnea graduated from the 
University of Wyoming in 2018 with 
a B.S. in Petroleum Engineering, 
and a minor in geology. Before 
coming to Heartland, she worked 
in the Gulf of Mexico on deepwater 
drillships as a logging geologist.

Chris Martz
There’s a new star 
illuminating the climate 
debate. If you are 
looking for solid facts 

that debunk the Left’s climate 
narrative, CFACT’s Chris Martz 
is your man. Chris is even 
younger than Greta Thunberg 
but far better educated. He 
just graduated with a degree in 
meteorology and is launching 
straight into obtaining his 
advanced degree. Every point 
Chris Martz presents is thoroughly 
researched and holds up to 
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the most rigorous examination. 
He presents government data 
in easy-to-understand ways 
that leave climate campaigners 
stuttering. Chris has become a 
leading voice on Twitter/X, where 
he has amassed over 100,000 
followers. His posts combine first-
class knowledge of science and 
climate history with a keen wit.

Ross McKitrick, Ph.D.
Dr. Ross McKitrick 
is a professor in the 
Department of Economics 
and Finance specializing 

in environmental economics. His 
research focuses on environmental 
policy and climate change including 
econometric applications in 
climatology. Dr. McKitrick has 
published extensively in leading 
journals such as Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, the 
Journal of Environmental Economics 
and Management, Geophysical 
Research Letters, Climate Dynamics, 
Energy Journal, Empirical 
Economics, and the Canadian 
Journal of Economics.Dr. McKitrick’s 
research provides important insights 
into the economic evaluation of 
climate policies and the modeling 
of environmental impacts, 
emphasizing the need for accurate 
parameterization and empirical 
validation in assessing the social 
cost of carbon.

Steve Milloy
Steve Milloy is a 
recognized leader in 
the fight against junk 
science with more than 

25 years of accomplishment and 
experience. He is also a policy 
advisor and a member of the Board 
of Directors at The Heartland 
Institute. Credited with popularizing 

the term “junk science,” Milloy 
is the founder and publisher of 
JunkScience.com and, from 2000-
2009, wrote the popular “Junk 
Science” column for FOXNews.
com. He is an expert on energy, 
environmental and public health 
issues, a public affairs consultant, 
author, TV/radio commentator and 
public speaker. Milloy was trained 
in natural sciences, biostatistics, 
law and securities regulation. He 
has also been an attorney for 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and a broker-dealer; 
and a registered securities principal, 
investment fund manager, non-profit 
executive, print/web columnist on 
science and business issues, and 
coal company executive. Milloy’s 
latest book is Scare Pollution: Why 
and How to Fix the EPA. Milloy 
served on the Trump EPA transition 
team.

Marc Morano
Marc Morano manages 
CFACT’s award-winning 
ClimateDepot.com news 
and information service. 

He is the award-winning producer, 
writer and host of CFACT’s Climate 
Hustle feature films. Marc served 
as a reporter for Rush Limbaugh 
the Television Show and as a senior 
advisor to Senator James Inhofe. He 
is author of The Politically Incorrect 
Guide to Climate Change, Green 
Fraud: Why the Green New Deal Is 
Even Worse than You Think, and The 
Great Reset: Global Elites and the 
Permanent Lockdown.

Patrick Morrisey
Patrick James Morrisey 
is the 37th governor of 
West Virginia. Morrisey 
took office on January 13, 

2025. He campaigned across all 55 
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counties during his bid for governor, 
running to make West Virginia 
once again the shining state in the 
mountains. Before being elected 
governor, Morrisey served as West 
Virginia’s Attorney General since 
2012. As Attorney General, Morrisey 
delivered some of the nation’s most 
significant legal victories to defend 
West Virginia. He prevailed in West 
Virginia v. EPA, which has been 
declared one of the most pivotal 
U.S. Supreme Court wins in decades. 
Morrisey championed major legal 
wins protecting West Virginians’ 
constitutional rights, delivering 
record-setting settlements against 
drug companies, and preserving 
the West Virginia way of life.  
Morrisey has also fought to protect 
the unborn, preserve Second 
Amendment rights, and defend girls’ 
sports.

Lois Perry
Lois Perry is a British 
political commentator, 
broadcaster and PR 
operator who, since 

December 2024, has been the 
Director UK/Europe for US 
free‑market think tank The 
Heartland Institute, and was also 
leader of the UKIP Party. After 
founding and running the anti‑Net 
Zero pressure group CAR26.
org from 2021 to 2024, she went 
on to lead UKIP, cementing her 
profile on the UK’s climate‑sceptic 
right. She is founder and CEO 
of Periscope Consulting, and 
additionally co‑founded the 
Reform Jewish Alliance and 
Reform Friends of Israel, where 
she serves as Strategic Director. 
She remains strategically aligned 
with The Reform Party. She is a 
long‑standing media presence, 
regularly appearing on GB News, 

TalkTV, Channel 5’s Jeremy Vine 
Show, BBC Radio 2, BBC World 
Service, BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 
Essex and LBC, and has also 
fronted her own programme, “The 
Lois Perry Show”. She is known for 
being informed, personable and 
funny, with a distinctive focus on 
Net Zero and wider culture‑war 
and political debates.

Geoffrey Pohanka
Geoffrey Pohanka is a third 
generation automobile 
dealer and chairman of 
the Pohanka Automotive 

Group which was founded in 
Washington DC by his grandfather 
in 1919. Today the Group employs 
2,000 team members in three 
states representing eleven different 
vehicle manufacturers. He is very 
involved in the automotive industry 
and the community. He was the 
2023 Chairman of the National 
Automobile Dealers Association, 
representing 18,000 of America’s 
new car and truck dealers, with 
the primary responsibility of auto 
manufacturer relations, Federal 
Government relations (regulations), 
and dealer training. He was inducted 
into the Washington DC business 
hall of fame in 2024. He serves on 
several boards and including the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute. 
Pohanka became very interested in 
the issue of anthropogenic global 
warming in the late 1980s. The more 
he became familiar with it the more 
active he became in supporting 
various groups who work to prevent 
damaging environmental regulations 
that would have high cost and little 
to no benefit.  He has been active 
in educating his industry and the 
public about the realities of the 
transition to electric vehicles and 
has written energy related articles 
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for RealClearEnergy. He is politically 
active and supports common-sense 
leadership in Washington DC and 
throughout the nation.

Douglas Pollock
Douglas Pollock is an 
Industrial Civil Engineer 
from the University of 
Chile. For over 10 years 

he has studied the science of 
climate change and the economics 
of climate/energy policies. In the 
field of energy, he has identified 
the irrationality of “renewable” 
energies as a means of reducing 
CO2 emissions, has proven the 
inevitable increase in electricity 
costs and pointed out the adverse 
consequences for Western 
economies that are increasingly 
using them in replacement of 
affordable, reliable and abundant 
conventional energy sources, while 
challenging the illusion of net-zero 
emissions in power generation. In this 
field, he has presented his findings 
in more than 25 countries, have 
attended world-class conferences 
and several of his articles have been 
published in US mainstream energy 
and climate web journals. Douglas 
Pollock is the Clintel Foundation’s 
ambassador for Chile and a member 
of the CO2 Coalition.

Peter Ridd
Peter is a former 
Professor and Head of 
Physics (2009-2016) at 
James Cook University 

(Townsville). His consultancy work 
while at the university resulted 
in the development of specialist 
instrumentation for measuring 
aspects of water quality, with 
the profits used to fund student 
scholarships and research projects. 
Peter has published more than 

100 papers in international science 
journals and supervised many 
successful PhD students. His most 
recent book is Reef Heresy? Science, 
Research and the Great Barrier Reef 
(Connor Court, 2020).

Craig Rucker
Craig Rucker is a co-
founder and president of 
CFACT (the Committee 
For A Constructive 

Tomorrow), a free market think tank 
devoted to sound science for both 
people and planet. CFACT is a main 
co-sponsor of this event and co-
publisher (along with The Heartland 
Institute) of Environment & Climate 
News. Today, CFACT is a respected 
Washington D.C.-based organization 
whose voice can be heard 
relentlessly infusing the public-
interest debate with a balanced 
perspective on environmental 
stewardship and oth er important 
issues. With an influential and 
impressive scientific advisory 
board, effective collegiate program 
on U.S. college campuses, CFACT 
Europe, official United Nations’ NGO 
representation, Adopt-A-Village 
project, Global Social Responsibility 
program, and “Just the Facts” daily 
national radio commentary, CFACT 
continues to offer genuine solutions 
to today’s most important global 
challenges.

Lee Schalk
Lee Schalk is Senior 
Vice President of Policy 
at ALEC. He also helps 
lead the Center for State 

Fiscal Reform, where he works 
with lawmakers and members of 
the private sector to pursue fiscal 
policy solutions. In addition to his 
work with the ALEC policy team, 
Lee oversees ALEC public affairs, 
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advancing the principles of limited 
government, free markets, and 
federalism through the media. 
He joined ALEC in 2019 from a 
DC public affairs firm, where he 
crafted issue advocacy campaigns 
on behalf of non-profit and private 
sector clients. Lee previously 
served as an ALEC member during 
his time as state affairs manager at 
National Taxpayers Union. He also 
worked for former U.S. Speaker of 
the House Newt Gingrich at the 
Center for Health Transformation, 
promoting market-based health 
care reform.

Cameron Sholty
Cameron Sholty is the 
executive director of 
Heartland Impact. He is 
also government relations 

director at The Heartland Institute.
Cameron brought with him to 
Heartland more than 15 years of 
experience in politics, public policy, 
and communications. In every role 
of his career, Sholty has worked to 
advance free-market ideas and the 
cause of individual liberty. Sholty 
is the former communications 
director for the Wisconsin Institute 
for Law & Liberty, the Wisconsin’s 
largest litigation and public 
policy research organization. 
As communications director, he 
helped craft public messaging for 
groundbreaking litigation wins, 
such as Marquette University 
professor John McAdams’ free-
speech case before the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court. He also developed 
communication strategies to 
preserve and expand Wisconsin’s 
historic school choice programs 
and to advance other state-
based solutions to public policy 
challenges.

Willie Soon, Ph.D.
Dr. Willie Soon is an 
astrophysicist and 
geoscientist widely 
recognized as a leading 

authority on the Sun’s influence on 
Earth’s climate. For more than 34 
years, he has investigated Sun-
Earth relations across meteorology, 
climate dynamics, orbital 
interactions involving other planets, 
volcanic activity, and earthquakes. 
His research consistently challenges 
climate models and advocates who 
underestimate the role of solar 
variability in driving cloud formation, 
ocean currents, and atmospheric 
circulation. Despite facing sustained 
unethical and libelous attacks on 
his work and character, Dr. Soon 
has emerged as one of the most 
respected voices for climate realism. 
In 2018, he co-founded the Center 
for Environmental Research and 
Earth Sciences (CERES-science.
com) to pursue a broader range 
of scientific questions free from 
institutional prejudice.

Jim Steele
Jim Steele earned a 
B.S. Biology in 1982 and 
finalized a M.A. Biology 
in 1989, both from San 

Francisco State University. He 
was appointed Director of SFSU’s 
Sierra Nevada Field Campus by 
the Dean of the College of Science 
and Engineering in 1984 and retired 
as Director in 2010. In addition 
to administrative duties at the 
Sierra Nevada Field Campus, he 
taught university level classes in 
ornithology and botany, as well as 
serving as the Principal Investigator 
for the Neotropical Migratory Bird 
Monitoring of Riparian Habitats on 
the Tahoe National Forest project 
sponsored by the US Forest Service 
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from 1991 to 2007. While serving 
as director, Steele concurrently 
taught science in San Francisco’s 
underserved schools, first teaching 
general middle school science 
and then high school Advanced 
Placement Biology where he also 
developed a medical pathways 
program focused on teaching 
biotechnology and human 
physiology. Later he lectured the 
cell and molecular section of the 
introductory Biology for Majors 
course at San Francisco State 
University.

Anika Sweetland
Anika Sweetland holds 
a Bachelor of Science 
in Climate Studies 
from the University of 

Western Australia. A former energy 
policy advisor to the Australian 
government, she examines the 
political and institutional forces 
shaping modern climate policy. 
Her work challenges prevailing 
assumptions surrounding Net 
Zero, energy transition strategies, 
and climate education. She is a 
published author on climate and 
energy policy, with recent work 
released by the Bruges Group. Anika 
has emerged as a voice within the 
growing international climate realist 
movement. Her recent address 
at the World Prosperity Forum in 
Zürich examined the ideological 
influences shaping climate 
education and their implications for 
scientific integrity and public policy. 
She is a proud member of the CO2 
Coalition.

James Taylor
James Taylor is president 
of The Heartland 
Institute. Taylor is the 
former managing editor 

(2001-2014) of Environment 
& Climate News, a national 
monthly publication devoted to 
sound science and free-market 
environmentalism. He writes a 
column for Forbes, which appears 
on the magazine’s Forbes.com 
website. Taylor has presented 
energy and environment 
analysis on CNN, CNN Headline 
News, Fox News Channel, Fox 
Business Channel, MSNBC, PBS 
News Hour, PBS Frontline, CBS 
Evening News, ABC World News, 
and other TV and radio outlets 
across the country. He has been 
published in virtually every major 
newspaper in the country. He 
has been a featured presenter 
at conferences sponsored by 
such groups as the National 
Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL), American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC), 
Council of State Governments, 
National Association of Counties, 
National Foundation of Women 
Legislators, State Policy Network 
(SPN), CPAC,  Cato Institute, 
Heritage Foundation, and 
European Institute for Climate 
and Energy. 

Holger Thüss, Ph.D.
Holger J. Thuss 
completed his studies 
of modern history, 
political science and 

law at the University of Jena, 
Germany, with a PhD in 2005. 
Between 1995 and 2005 he also 
worked for various political and 
trade organisations in Bonn and 
Brussels. In 2006, he co-founded 
TVR Medienverlag, a German 
publishing house focusing on 
works of non-fiction, particularly 
on climate, history, energy, and 
objectivist philosophy. In 2007, 
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he co-founded the Europäisches 
Institut für Klima und Energie 
(EIKE, European Climate and 
Energy Institute) and is co-
ordinating its activities since 
then as President. EIKE has 
developed into Germany’s 
leading think tank promoting free 
market solutions for the energy 
industry and combating the false 
climate narratives propagated 
by the IPCC. He is the author of 
numerous monographies and 
essays on the history of political 
parties, political ideas and 
ecology. In 2023, he translated 
Thomas Gold’s “Deep Hot 
Biosphere” into German.

Arthur Viterito, Ph.D.
Arthur Viterito is a retired 
Professor of Physical 
Geography who has 
taught at the College of 

Southern Maryland, the George 
Washington University, and the 
University of Pittsburgh. His 
teaching and research interests are 
climatology, remote sensing, and 
geographic information systems. 
Dr. Viterito also serves as an 
Environment and Energy Advisor 
to the Heartland Institute. Dr. 
Viterito has written several papers 
in the areas of urban climatology 
and global climate change. His 
recent work focuses on the role of 
global geothermal flux in driving 
and moderating global climate. 
His research has shown that there 
is a strong relationship between 
mid-ocean seismic activity, a proxy 
for global geothermal flux, and 
several critical climate parameters, 
to include global temperatures 
of the lower troposphere, global 
sea surface temperatures, and 
Arctic sea ice concentrations. 
He has presented his findings to 

a wide audience, including the 
Climate Institute, the Association 
of American Geographers, the Tom 
Nelson Podcast, the Friends of 
Science, and Climate and Energy 
Realists of Australia. Dr. Viterito 
received his BA in Geography 
and Geology from Long Island 
University, an MA in Geography 
from the University at Albany, and 
a Ph.D. in Physical Geography from 
the University of Denver.

Robert Vogt
Bob Vogt is President 
of Midwest Pressure 
Systems, Inc. A Purdue 
University graduate 

(BSME ’74, MSME ’76), Vogt 
discovered his interest in 
combustion engineering during 
his studies, which led him into 
the oil and gas industry. After 
working in the sale of specialized 
technical equipment, he found 
his true passion in sales. He went 
on to found Midwest Pressure 
Systems, which has spent the 
past 30 years designing and 
manufacturing air and gas 
pressure booster systems. 
Vogt describes his move into 
entrepreneurship as a calculated 
risk, but one supported by his 
engineering background, which 
gave him a distinct advantage 
in understanding, selling, and 
servicing complex technical 
equipment for his customers.

Anthony Watts
Anthony Watts is a senior 
fellow for environment 
and climate at The 
Heartland Institute. Watts 

has been in the weather business 
both in front of, and behind the 
camera as an on-air television 
meteorologist since 1978, and 
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currently does daily radio 
forecasts. He has created  weather 
graphics presentation systems 
for television, specialized weather 
instrumentation, as well as co-
authored peer-reviewed papers 
on climate issues. He operates 
the most viewed website in the 
world on climate, the award-
winning website wattsupwiththat.
com. His work on climate issues, 
specifically the problems with 
temperature measurements via his 
surfacestations.org website, has 
been cited worldwide in books, 
studies and government reports. 
His views on climate are pragmatic, 
believing that while indeed climate 
has changed in the last 100 years, 
it isn’t a crisis, and that many of the 
predictions and pronouncements 
have been oversold to the public, as 
evidenced by the fact that many of 
them have not come true since first 
being made.

Angela Wheeler
Angela Wheeler is an 
executive leader with 
more than 20 years of 
experience in marketing, 

publications, multimedia 
production, and nonprofit 
management. As Vice President 
of Marketing and Multimedia at 
the CO₂ Coalition since 2022, she 
directs digital outreach, social 
media strategy, video production, 
website management, podcast 
development and production 
(Climate Debrief), publications, 
and educational initiatives. These 
efforts promote open scientific 
inquiry into CO₂’s beneficial 
role in Earth’s ecosystems and 
encourage discussion that 
challenges prevailing climate-
crisis narratives.

Gregory Wrightstone
Gregory Wrightstone is 
the executive director of 
the CO2 Coalition. He is a 
geologist with more than 

40 years of experience researching 
and studying various aspects of 
the Earth’s processes. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Waynesburg 
University and a master’s from West 
Virginia University, both in the field 
of geology. He has been accepted 
as an expert reviewer for the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (AR6). Greg is the author 
of the bestselling book Inconvenient 
Facts – the science that Al Gore 
doesn’t want you to know. Greg’s 
statement on energy, climate and 
humanity: “We should use all of the 
Earth’s resources for the betterment 
of mankind and do it as good 
stewards.”

Lee Zeldin
Lee Zeldin was sworn in 
as the 17th Administrator 
of the United States 
Environmental Protection 

Agency on January 29, 2025. 
Administrator Zeldin has dedicated 
much of his life to public service. 
He served 22 years in the military, 
having deployed to Iraq in 2006 
while serving as a paratrooper with 
the Army’s Elite 82nd Airborne 
Division. The Administrator retired 
as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army 
Reserve in May 2025. He also served 
in the New York State Senate from 
2011-2014 before getting elected to 
Congress representing New York’s 
1st District from 2015-2023. Under 
Administrator Zeldin’s leadership, 
the Trump EPA launched the 
Powering the Great American 
Comeback initiative, focusing the 
agency’s work on its core mission 
while heeding the economic 
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demands of the American people. 
In just his first 9 months on the job, 
Administrator Zeldin traveled to 
all 50 states to hear directly from 
the residents, business owners, and 
elected officials most impacted by 
agency policies.

Benjamin Zycher, Ph.D.
Benjamin Zycher is a 
senior fellow at the 
American Enterprise 
Institute, a member 

of the board of trustees of the 
Foundation for Research in 
Economics Education, a member of 
the academic advisory board of the 
quarterly journal Regulation, and a 
contributor to The Hill. Formerly he 
was an associate in the Intelligence 
Community Associates program of 
the Office of Economic Research, 
Bureau of Intelligence and 

Research, U.S. Department of State; 
a senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute for Policy Research; a 
senior economist at the RAND 
Corporation; a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Western 
Economic Association International; 
an adjunct professor of economics 
at the University of California, Los 
Angeles; an adjunct professor of 
economics and business at the 
California State University, Channel 
Islands; a senior economist at 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
California Institute of Technology; 
a senior fellow at the Pacific 
Research Institute; vice president 
for research at the Milken Institute; 
the founding editor of the quarterly 
public policy journal Jobs & Capital; 
and a senior staff economist at the 
President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers.
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Available on 
YouTube, X, Rumble, 
and Facebook

Real 
Talk on 
Climate 
Science

LIVE  Every Friday at 1pm ET
Join The Climate Realism Show every Friday for fact-
based insights from The Heartland Institute’s team of 
climate and energy experts as they cut through media 
hype and explore the latest in climate science and policy. 
Tune in live for engaging analysis, honest perspectives, 
and lively discussions you won’t hear anywhere else.



26	 climateconference.heartland.org

Sixteenth International Conference on Climate Change

Many scientists, economists, and policy experts 
have spent decades fighting the politicization and 
misinterpretation of climate science, as well as the 
perpetuation of climate alarmism. They have taken risks 
to both their personal safety and professional careers 
simply by speaking truth to power.

The Climate Change Awards were established in 2014 
to recognize individuals of extraordinary ability and 
unwavering commitment to restoring sound science 
and common sense to the global warming debate. 
These awards provide long-overdue recognition and 
encouragement to their recipients.

Earned by dozens of past honorees, the awards also help 
raise public awareness of the global warming realism 
movement. They send a clear signal to academia and 
other elite institutions: if they will not recognize these 
genuine heroes, then we will.

The distinguished group of past winners includes S. 
Fred Singer, Will Happer, Richard Lindzen, Willie Soon, 
Patrick Michaels, Anthony Watts, Christopher Monckton, 
Apollo 8 astronaut Walt Cunningham, Jay Lehr, Myron 
Ebell, and Patrick Moore—many of whom are attending 
this conference.

Congratulations  
to Our Award 

Winners
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2026 Award 
Winners

2026 Frederick Seitz  
Memorial Award 

Presented to 
Peter Ridd  

Presented by 
The Science and  

Environmental Policy Project

?
2026 Winner of the  

Dauntless Purveryor of  
Climate Truth Award 

Presented to 
???? ??????  
Presented by  

CFACT

?
2026 Winner of the  

Climate Pioneer Award 
Presented to 
?????? ????  
Presented by  

The Heartland Institute




